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Warm up

Pair and Share

• Choose a partner – someone with whom you 
do not work, or do not know

• Find out:

• What they love most about teaching 
Literature.

• What they find the most frustrating about 
teaching Literature.

2 minutes – GO!

• Then find another partner

• Same-same but different

2 minutes –GO!

Then time to report back to share with the whole 
group.    



Rationale – my why
• The Literature prescribed 

list is extensive 
• WACE marking 

experience



We need to remind ourselves 
that we are teaching students 
CONCEPTS that they can 
apply to any text that they 
read (or view!)



The birth of the task:

Choice of Genre



Rationale (serious teacherly stuff)

• From Unit 3 of the Year 12 Literature ATAR syllabus (p 12)

Create analytical texts, including:

• developing independent interpretations of texts supported 
by informed observation and close textual analysis. 

• In responding to a literary text, readers might consider the 
context of the writer, the society and culture in which the 
text was produced, the readers’ contexts and reading 
strategies or practices, their experiences of reading and 
their ways of thinking about the world



Cont’d from Unit 3

• using appropriate linguistic, stylistic and critical 
terminology to analyse and evaluate texts

• evaluating their own and others’ ideas and readings 
using logic and evidence



From Unit 4 (p 14)

Evaluate and reflect on the ways in which literary texts 

can be interpreted, including:

• how ideas, values and assumptions are conveyed, that 
is, how the ideas represented in a text are just one 
possible way of thinking about the world and may 
reflect a particular set of values and attitudes.



cont’d  from Unit 4 (p 14)

Some literary texts reflect the system of attitudes, 

values, beliefs and assumptions (ideology) of 

powerful groups. In this way, literary texts may be 

used to ‘naturalise’ particular ways of thinking, to 

serve the purposes of these powerful groups, 

while marginalising the views of other less 

powerful groups



Cont’d from Unit 4

• how specific literary elements and forms shape 
meaning and influence responses. Genres may 
have social, ideological and aesthetic functions. 
Writers may blend and borrow conventions from 
other genres to appeal to particular audiences

• how genre, conventions and language 
contribute to interpretations of texts. Choice of 
language is related to ideological and aesthetic 
considerations



cont’d from Unit 4 (p 14)

• exploring a range of critical interpretations 

produced by adopting a variety of reading 

strategies.

• Multiple readings of a text are possible.



Cont’d from Unit 4

Create analytical texts, including:

• developing a creative, informed and sustained 
interpretation supported by close textual analysis

• using appropriate linguistic, stylistic and critical 
terminology to evaluate and justify interpretations 
of texts

• critically evaluating their own and others' 
justifications, evidence and interpretations/readings



What students need to know

• The syllabus

• Familiarity with the concepts

• Generic conventions and literary techniques

• Unlocking strategies

• Metalanguage

• How to write effectively



Concept Table



Initially:
1. Explicit instruction
2. Literary perspectives 
3. How to make meaning 
4.Opportunities to explore   
Literature
4. Scaffolding writing
5. Time to practise

Explore the prescribed list



 Empower students
 Provide guidance
 Point to resources
 Assist with analysis
 Review writing
 Act as sounding board/ 
consultant
 Question

Teachers as facilitators



Before the unit of work:

Select from prescribed list

Read the text of choice

At the start of the unit of work:

Small group discussions about chosen text – book 
club style

Then independent research, making meaning 
and analysis.

Use timeline as a guide.



Week Action

Term 2

(Post 

exams) 

Preparation:

Before the start of the 5-week unit of work, you will have selected and read your text of 

choice. Fill in the concept table as you read your text. Annotate your text and mark 

significant quotes, ideas and issues, powerful language and other features that you 

recognise as significant for your reading of the text.

Term 3 

week 1

Work on:

• first impression/meaning/interpretation/reading strategies and 

perspectives/dominant reading/alternate reading/resistant reading – as necessary 

for your response.

• researching context, making notes. 

• keeping a log of resources – consider the information gathered

• filling in concept table 

By the end of this week, you should have the outline of Part B

Term 3 

week 2

Extend your research to include the critical analyses, critiques and commentaries of others, 

expanding your annotated bibliography and keeping up to date with the evaluation of the 

information you are gathering.

Continue with the interpretation of your text, identifying suitable quotes, language features, 

the power of language, aesthetics, representations, cultural identity, values and attitudes 

and how they are constructed to influence the meaning you are making.

Explore the way the generic conventions are used to reflect or challenge.

Use the concept table to assist you with this. 

Term 3 

week 3

Draft the extended response (Part B)

Peer review, refine and then submit to me for review.

Prepare the material for your tutorial

Term 3 

week 4

Final preparation of presentation. Edit drafts and submit final copy of Parts A and B

Term 3 

week 5

Tutorial presentations and peer response











Outcomes

• Engagement

• Quality and quantity

• Writing improves

• Understanding deepens and broadens

• Bigger picture 

• Confidence 

• Personal voice



Questions and your turn


